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PAINT  WASTE  PREVENTION 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  i 

Old  household  paint  may  contain  organic  solvents  and  heavy  metals  that  can  harm  the  environment  if 
paint  is  disposed  of  on  the  ground  or  down  the  drain.  Paint  and  some  related  products  are  now  collected 
for  re-use  and  recycling  in  many  communities  at  programs  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Environmental  Protection  (DEP). 

People  planning  to  sell  a  house  should  be  especially  careful  not  to  store  large  amounts  of  paint.  The 
prospective  buyer  will  likely  want  the  seller  to  remove  it,  creating  a  disposal  problem. 


PREVENT  WASTE  AND  USE  PAINT  EFFICIENTLY 

Make  the  best  use  of  paint  you  buy  and  avoid  leftover  paint  by  taking  these  steps: 

•  Measure  the  area  to  be  painted 

•  Buy  only  what  you  know  you  will  need 

•  Prepare  the  surface  to  be  painted 

»    Carefully  store,  open  and  close  your  paint  containers 

SURFACE  PREPARATION 

For  new,  unpainted  wood,  fill  in  and  sand  gouges  with  wood  putty.  When  using  oil-based  paint,  a 
good  primer  is  recommended  to  allow  painted  porous  woods  to  dry  evenly  with  a  uniform  finish  and 
shade. 

Seams  in  sheet  rock  or  plaster  surfaces  should  be  taped  and  gouges  filled.  Using  a  good  primer  is 
essential  for  a  proper  paint  job  when  painting  plaster.  In  addition,  newly  applied  plaster  should  be 
completely  dry  before  priming  and  painting. 

Concrete  and  masonry  can  be  prepared  by  using  a  latex  emulsion  coating  which  can  be  applied  to  the 
damp  or  dry  masonry.  This  type  of  preparation  will  fill  open  pores  and  voids  and  will  produce  a  fairly 
smooth  finish. 
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BUYING  THE  RIGHT  TYPE  AND  AMOUNT  OF  PAINT 

Select  a  paint  appropriate  for  the  type  of  surface  to  be  painted.  Latex  paints  are  easy  to  use,  low-odor, 
quicic-drying  durable  paints  which  are  easy  to  apply  and  clean  up  using  water.  Latex  paints  have  great 
color  retention  and  meet  most  air  quality  standards.  Alkyd  and  oil-based  paints  dry  slowly  by 
oxidation,  creating  a  strong,  durable  coating.  These  paints  also  have  high  hiding  properties,  making 
a  one-coat  application  enough  for  many  jobs.  Oil  paint  requires  cleanup  with  hazardous  products. 

Small  "sample  cans"  may  be  available  for  patch  testing  of  colors  and  for  touch-ups.  Ask  your  retailer. 

Determine  the  total  surface  area  in  square  feet  that  you  will  need  to  paint  before  purchasing. 

WALLS         Multiply  the  height  times  the  length  of  the  wall,  in  feet. 

GABLES       Multiply  the  height  of  the  gable  times  its  width,  in  feet,  and  divide  by  2. 

EAVES  Multiply  the  wickh  of  the  overhang  times  its  length,  in  f^t. 

Next,  subtract  the  square  footage  for  areas  which  will  not  be  painted  such  as  doors  and  large 
windows.  This  is  the  total  square  feet  of  paint  required.  Divide  this  totally  400.  This  is  a  good 
estimate  of  the  total  number  of  gallons  necessmy^or  mavfarifge  o^^        painting. 

'\ 
OPEN  &  STORE  CAREFULLY 

•    When  opening,  break  the  seal  all  the  way  around  the  can  to  prevent  warping  the  lid  which  can 
allow  air  and  moisture  into  the  closed  can  during  storage. 


Before  replacing  the  lid,  wipe  excess  paint  off  the  rim.  Place  a  piece  of  plastic  wrap  over  the  open 
can  before  returning  the  lid  to  ensure  an  airtight  seal  (the  plastic  wrap  will  be  between  the  lid  and 
can  rim).  Store  the  sealed  can  upside  down  for  at  least  3  days.  Thie  paint  will  form  a  seal  around 
the  top  of  the  can.  ^^  | 


Store  paint  in  a  dry  area  away  firom  the  wall  and  on  a  shelf  or  layer  of  cardboard  to  allow  air  to 
circulate  around  the  can  to  prevent  freezing.  Do  not  store  on  bare  ground,  concrete,  on  a  wet 
surface,  or  in  unmarked  containers.  .^  I 


For  more  information  on  other  household  hazardous  wastes  or  products,  contact  the  Massachusetts 
Office  of  Technical  Assistance  at  (617)727-3260  x  696. 


This  fact  sheet  is  one  in  a  series  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Technical  Assistance  (OTA),  a  branch  of 
the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs.  OTA's  mission  is  to  assist  in  reducing 
the  use  of  toxic  chemicals  or  the  generation  of  hazardous  waste  by  manufacturers  and  residents  of 
the  Commonwealth.  OTA  assumes  no  responsibility  and  disclaims  liability  for  any  injury  and  damage 
due  to  information  herein.  This  information  is  available  in  alternate  formats  upon  request.  For  further 
information  about  this  fact  sheet  and  other  household  hazardous  waste  reduction  strategies,  or  about 
OTA 's  technical  services,  contact:  Office  of  Technical  Assistance,  100  Cambridge  Street,  Room 
2109,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  02202;  phone  #(617)727-3260;  fax  if (617)727-3827;  electronic 
bulletin  board  H617)727-5621. 


